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signs. The Tariff buncombes assessed' these fans as manu- 
factures of which silk is the material of chief value, whereas 
the chief value was lying in the painting. At the time Judge 
Cox reversed the decision of the Board of General Appraisers 
which had sustained the Collector of the Port, saying: 'To 
call such a work of art a manufacture of silk seems almost as 
irrational as to call the Venus of Milo a manufacture, of 
marble." 

. And just now two cases come to light to prove that the 
dunce-cap is still worn on some official head. 

A well-known art dealer imported some paintings by 
Adolph Schreyer which the Custom House wiseacres were 
not able to properly classify, although the law has a specific 
clause as to a reduction of duty if the pictures were painted 
under certain conditions — and the paintings were dated. The 
Board of Appraisers sustained the appeal of the importing 
firm. 

But, most ignominious "of all! The Appraiser at the Port 
of New York has declared that etchings are not works of art, 
but commercial products. Miss Mary Cassatt has been put 
under the ban. She is the well-known painter and etcher, who 
resides in Paris, but is a sister of President A. J. Cassatt, of 
the Pennsylvania Railroad Company. The question was on 
the importation of some etchings, which, being the product 
of an American artist, temporarily residing abroad, are duty 
free. But the Appraiser says, no, and the etchings must pay 
duty, like lithographs and chromos. 

The law itself is a rank outrage — the manner in which it 
is executed is an absurdity. 

* * * 

Another instance which is on a par with the Cassatt etching 
decision, comes up as we go to press. The firm of Tiffany & 
Co. has, imported the large statue in bronze and ivory, "La 
Bellone," by Gerome. The Custom House wiseacres contend 
that it is "manufactured metal," dutiable at 45 per cent., and 
not a work of art, for which 20 per cent, duty should be paid. 
Argument as to the designation of such asinine stupidity 
seems superfluous. 



THE EHRICH SALE. 



Special attention is called to the announcement of the com- 
ing sale of the collection of the Ehrich Galleries. Mr. Louis 
R. Ehrich, the head of these galleries, is recognized as an ex- 
pert authority of "Old Masters," and as a gentleman of re- 
fined and cultivated taste. Every example offered at this sale 
will be accompanied by the following guarantee.: 

"The genuineness of this painting is guaranteed; that it is 
the original, not a copy ; that it was painted in the epoch in 
which it is placed, and that it is characteristic and worthy of 
the artist to whom it is attributed. Should this be disputed 
by competent expert authority, the painting is returnable to 
us within one year from date of sale, at the price paid, plus 
interest at the rate of five per cent, per annum. Furthermore, 
every painting is exchangeable at full purchase price at the 
Ehrich Galleries at any time within five years from date of 
sale." 

The catalogue preface frankly states that the purpose of the 
sale is to convert the paintings into capital, which will be re- 
invested abroad in other examples of Antique Paintings, thus 
adding to the art-wealth of the nation. This sale will afford 
an exceptional opportunity to secure fine examples of the great 
classic masters under conditions which will make every buyer 
safe on the score of authenticity and genuineness. I strongly 
advise all art-lovers to examine these paintings, and I feel 
assured that many will take advantage of the special oppor- 
tunity of this important sale. The catalogue has been pre- 
pared with great care, and it will be found both interesting and 
instructive. 
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JOSEF ISRAELS. 



J. H. WEISSENBRUCH. 

The basis and framework of all artistic conceptions are 
found in Nature ; the artist must go for his enlightenment and 
soul furnishing only to her. 

Emerson tells us that, 

"In the mud and scum of things, 
There alway, alway something sings." 

It is the mission of art to catch and teach the song that is 
in all the mud and scum of life. And it is the inborn posses- 
sion of the faculty to see things in nature that others do not, 
and the ability to reveal these hidden beauties, giving us the 
suggestion of a fairer creation than we know, which makes the 
artist. 

Landscape art above all others calls forth the artist's per- 
ceptive quality. It calls forth his appreciation of what is 



